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Of Mice and Men: Chapter 3 and 4: Analysis and Study Guide

SLANG, ALLUSIONS and HISTORICAL REFERENCES:  

Luger German semiautomatic pistol
A. RECALL QUESTIONS: answer the following questions.  Use complete sentences.

CHAPTER THREE
1.  What does Slim say he would have done to the dog if he hadn’t given it to Lennie?  
2.  What does Slim say he finds funny?  
3.  George says if he were really smart he would be doing what?  
4.  What is the story behind why Lennie and George travel together?  
5.  What can the reader infer about Lennie’s childhood and family life?  
6.  What did George do once that made him stop playing jokes on Lennie?  
7.  What card game does George play?  

8.  What does George tell Slim happened in Weed?  
9.  What sneaky thing does Lennie try to do?  
10.  What game has the other guys been playing while George and Slim talk? 
11.  What is Carlson’s problem and what does he tell Candy to do?  
12.  What reason’s does Carlson give for wanting Candy’s dog shot?  
13.  What does Whit show Slim?  

14.  What does Carlson say he has?  
15.  What does Slim tell Carlson to take with him when goes to shoot Candy’s dog?  Why? 
16.   Whit says that George and Lennie must have come to work.  What reason does he give?  
17.  What does Whit invite George to do “tomorrow” night?  
18.  Why don’t the guys visit Clara’s house instead of Susy’s?  
19.  Why does George say he will go and get a drink but that he isn’t going to pay for a flop?  
20.  What is Curley looking for?  

21.  What does Curley think Slim is doing?  

22.  What is Slim really doing in the barn?  
23.  Who has been listening to and finally interrupts George and Lennie’s conversation about the ranch?  

24.  For what reason would the people sell the ranch for only $600?  

25.  How did Candy get $250?  
26.  What is George afraid will happen to them if others find out they are going to buy a ranch? 
27.  What does Candy tell George he wishes he had done?  
28.  Why was Lennie smiling?  
29.  About what does Curley think Lennie smiling about?  
30.  What happens between Curley and Lennie?  

CHAPTER FOUR

1.  What are two books that Crooks owns?  

2.  How does Crooks react to Lennie when he comes to visit? 

3.  For what reason did Lennie come to the barn?  

4.  Where is George?  

5.  What do we learn about Crooks family?  

6.  What does Lennie tell Crooks, even though he probably shouldn’t have?  

7.  What is Crook’s opinion of George and Lennie desire to get land?  

8.  About what did Candy want to talk to Lennie?  

9.  Where is George’s money going, according to Crooks.  

10.  Who visits Crooks, Candy, and Lennie?  

11.  What do we learn about Curley’s wife?  

12.  Before Curley’s wife leaves, what does she notice about Lennie?  

13.  What does Curley’s wife say she could have done to Crooks? 

14.  What is the last thing Crooks says to Candy?  

B. PARAGRAPHS: write a paragraph answer to the following question.  You must use at least three quotations to support your answer.

 CHAPTER THREE: 

Compare the relationship of George and Lennie with that of Candy and his dog.  
CHAPTER FOUR: 

Determine Steinbeck’s theme surrounding the concept of loneliness and examine its development in each of the characters?   
C. QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS:

CHAPTER THREE

1. 38-39
Why is George so thankful to Slim?  Why does Steinbeck include this detail?

2. 39

Why is Slim confused by George and Lennie?  Why does Steinbeck include this detail?

3. 39-40
What is George’s “Sin”?  Analyze the imagery and the description of the light—what is going 

on in this scene?  How is Slim described—what words are used?  Why is this description significant?

4. 41

Why is there so much fighting on the ranches according to George? (“the root of all evil”)

How might this relate to a theme of the novel?

5. 41

What happened in Weed?  How might this foreshadow later events?

6. 42-43
How would you characterize the relationship between George and Lennie, based on this 

section?

7. 44-45
What is mercy killing?  Who suggest it?  Why?  Who make the decision?

8. 44-45
How does Carlson describe the best way to kill Candy’s dog? (significant detail)

9. 46-47
Why is the character of Whit important?  What does he have in common with George and 

Lennie?  

10. 48-49
Where is Lennie when George is talking with Whit?

11. 49

When did George and Lennie get to the ranch?  Why does Whit think this is strange?  Why is 

this day significant?  (think allusion)  Then how might we think of the meal in the first chapter?

12. 51

What card game is George playing?  Why is this ironic?  Why does Steinbeck include this 

detail?

13. 51

Whit seems to serve as the ranch “gossip”—what gossip does he share?  Why is this 

significant?

14. 52

Who are Susy and Clara?  Whose house do the men prefer?  Why?  Why does Steinbeck 

include this detail?

15. 53

What does Carlson do when he returns?  Why does this upset Candy?  How do we know?

16. 54

Who does Curley think is messing with his wife?  How does George know this is not true?

17. 56

Why does George prefer the whorehouse?  Why is this significant?

18. 57

What does the DREAM represent?  Does George think it will happen?  Why is this 

significant?

19. 59

What is George’s reaction to Candy’s interest in the dream?  What does Candy offer?  Why is 

this significant?

20. 61

What is Candy’s regret?  How might this help explain a theme of the novel?

21. 62

Who does Curley pick a fight with?  Why?  (2 reasons)

22. 62

To what is Curley compared?  Why?

23. 63-64
Why won’t Lennie fight?  What happens when he does?  How is the fight stopped?  Why is 

this detail significant?

24. 64

Slim makes a “deal with the devil” to keep Lennie’s job; what does he do?

25. 65

What is Lennie’s only concern after the fight?

CHAPTER FOUR

1. 66-68
Where does Crooks live?  Why?   

2. 71
Why does Crooks torture Lennie?

3. 72-73
What does Crooks say that ties into the major theme of alienation/isolation?

4. 74-76
What does Crooks think of dreamers?  What changes his mind?

5. 75
Why is it “difficult for Crooks to conceal his pleasure with anger”?  Why is he pleased?  Why does he  feel the need to try to hide his feelings with anger?

6. 75
Why might Candy seem envious of Crooks’ living quarters?  How does Crooks rebuke him?

7. 77
Why is Curley's wife so frustrated and what does she say that ties into the theme of man's predatory

nature?

8. 80
Why does Curley's wife threaten Crooks?  How does Crooks react?

9. 82-83
Why does Crooks remove himself from the "Dream" plan?

